


	 “The most valuable part of my experience was 
interacting with the NUS students,” said first-year 

student Elise Wagner. 
“It was amazing to see 
how many different ideas 
we came up with while 
working on designs for 
our project, and I learned 
so much about the 
importance of teamwork 
and leadership. I think all 
students on both ends got 
a lot out of the program 
just by learning about 
each other’s cultures.” 
	 In addition to the 
academic coursework 

and cultural experience 
in the classroom, the 
program afforded 
students the unique 
opportunity to visit 
and explore Southeast 
Asia, exposing them to 
other Asian cultures 
and broadening their 
world view. Five of the 
students traveled to 
Phuket, Thailand for 
a week and to Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia 
for a day trip where 
some of them visited 
an NUS team mate’s 
home.

	 “I tried not to say no to any 
opportunity to try a new experience or explore a 

new aspect of the culture—except for the occasional 
night where I found myself having to choose working 
on CAD projects over going out,” said Whapham.
During their international excursions, the students 
explored islands, went snorkeling, ate exotic cuisine, 
watched a Muay Thai boxing match, relaxed on the 

beach, went Bungee jumping, 
and scoped 

out the night life—all at a 
reasonable price.
	 “Visiting Thailand 
and Malaysia was 
amazingly and surprisingly 
inexpensive,” said first-year 
student Wendy Yu. “My 
plane ticket to Thailand 
was 20 U.S. dollars.”
	 The Schreyer’s 
Honors College, the 
College of Engineering, 
and the Engineering 
Design Program in the 
School of Engineering 
Design, Technology, 
and Professional 
Programs also provided 
financial support for 
students participating in 
the program. 
	 “With the travel 
grant from the [Schreyer’s] 
Honors College, it ended 
up being comparable to the 
cost of taking a course at 
University Park and was 
much more exciting,” said 
Nick Bugos, a Penn State 
junior.
	 The ultimate 
takeaway for the students was 
an unforgettable experience that allowed them to 
gain a skill set that is becoming increasingly more 
advantageous to engineering students. Having an 
international mindset and experiencing engineering 
through the eyes of another culture allows students 
to gain an edge in the global economy and prepares 
them for their career after graduation.
	 “[The trip] definitely inspired me to travel 
more and see the world when I graduate,” said 
Bugos. “If I hadn’t done the course in Singapore, I 
never would have felt comfortable to go off on my own 
and do that, and I doubt I would have ever thought 
to buy a plane ticket to literally the opposite side of 
the planet to see what is there.”
	 In the summer of 2009, the NUS program 
will open up to students from other universities 
based on the success of its first trial offering to 
Penn State students. Parkinson, who is teaching 
the spring 2009 offering of EDSGN 100H, expects 
to contribute to the course again next summer.
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